Considerable research has examined infants' understanding and evaluations of social agents, but two questions remain unanswered: First, do infants organize observed social relations into larger structures, inferring the relationship between two social beings based on their relations to a third party? Second, how do infants reason about a type of social relation prominent in all societies: the caregiving relation between parents and their babies? In a series of experiments using animated events, we ask whether 15-to 18-month-old infants infer that two babies who were comforted by the same adult, or two adults who comforted the same baby, will affiliate with one another. We find that infants make both of these inferences, but they make no comparable inferences when presented with the same visible events with voices that specify a peer context, in which one adult responds to another laughing adult. Thus, infants are sensitive to at least one aspect of caregiving and organize relations between infants and adults into larger social structures.
Introduction
From an early age, infants understand and evaluate social agents based on their actions and interactions. Infants selectively interact with people who cooperate with or help one another (Hamlin, Wynn, & Bloom, 2007) , who share the infant's preferences (Mahajan & Wynn, 2012) , and who speak with the accent of the infant's social partners (Kinzler, Depoux, & Spelke, 2007) . Infants also demonstrate early proficiencies in making inferences about others' affiliative behaviors. Before the end of the first year, infants infer that characters will affiliate with others who have helped them (Kuhlmeier, Wynn, & Bloom, 2003) or expressed shared food preferences (Liberman, Kinzler, & Woodward, 2013) , and they infer that members of social groups will act alike (Powell & Spelke, 2013) . Nevertheless, two questions have received little attention from investigators of early social cognitive development. First, can infants organize observed social relations into larger structures, inferring an affiliative relationship between two social characters based on their relations to a third party? Second, do infants understand events in which an adult comforts a baby as social interactions that can support social inferences?
Despite the ubiquity, universal properties, and evolutionary importance of kinship relations (e.g., Hamilton, 1964; Kemp & Regier, 2012; Murdock, 1949; Nowak, Tarnita, & Wilson, 2010 ), children's explicit understanding of kinship develops slowly. Five-year-old children apply terms such as grandmother to childless women of advanced age over youthful mothers of a parent (Landau, 1982) , and many younger children judge that friends are as likely as siblings to have the same grandmother (Spokes & Spelke, 2016) . Nevertheless, implicit knowledge about basic parent-child relations may be a foundational aspect of social understanding, as infants' earliest and most important social interactions commonly occur with immediate kin.
Parent-child interactions have three prominent features that distinguish them from other affiliative social interactions. First, they are asymmetric: given adults' greater knowledge, skill, and power, parents act for the benefit of their children without expecting or receiving comparable reciprocation. Second, parent-child exchanges often center on acts of comforting, nurturance, and aid: although unrelated adults may respond to infants' positive social overtures, parents are expected to respond to positive overtures and also to infants' needs and cries, both in human and nonhuman primate groups (Cheney & Seyfarth, 1990) . Third, parentchild relations figure in a network of family relations. Two parents of a single child typically are partners, and two children with the same parent typically are siblings.
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